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Content	  Standards	   	  
11.10	  -‐	  Students	  analyze	  the	  development	  of	  federal	  civil	  rights	  and	  voting	  rights.	  	  
4.	  Examine	  the	  roles	  of	  civil	  rights	  advocates	  (e.g.,	  A.	  Philip	  Randolph,	  Martin	  Luther	  King,	  Jr.,	  
Malcolm	  X,	  Thurgood	  Marshall,	  James	  Farmer,	  Rosa	  Parks),	  including	  the	  significance	  of	  Martin	  
Luther	  King,	  Jr.	  's	  "Letter	  from	  Birmingham	  Jail"	  and	  "I	  Have	  a	  Dream"	  speech.	  
	  
CCSS	  Standards:	  	  
History/Social	  Science,	  Grade	  11-‐12	  

•   CCSS	  RH	  11.1	  Cite	  specific	  textual	  evidence	  to	  support	  analysis	  of	  primary	  and	  secondary	  
sources	  connecting	  insights	  to	  such	  features	  as	  the	  date	  and	  origin	  of	  the	  gained	  from	  
specific	  details	  to	  the	  text	  as	  a	  whole.	  

•   CCSS	  RH	  11.	  3	  Evaluate	  various	  explanations	  for	  actions	  or	  events	  Key	  I	  a	  process	  related	  
to	  history/social	  studies	  a	  text;	  determine	  whether	  earlier	  events	  caused	  and	  determine	  
which	  explanation	  best	  accords	  with	  textual	  evidence,	  acknowledging	  where	  the	  text	  
leaves	  matters	  uncertain.	  	  

Speaking	  &	  Listening,	  Grade	  11-‐12	  
•   CCSS	  SL	  12.3	  Evaluate	  a	  speaker’s	  point	  of	  view,	  reasoning,	  and	  use	  of	  evidence	  and	  

rhetoric,	  assessing	  the	  stance,	  premises,	  links	  among	  ideas,	  word	  choice,	  points	  of	  
emphasis,	  and	  tone	  used.	  

•   W.1	  Write	  arguments	  to	  support	  claims	  in	  an	  analysis	  of	  substantive	  topics	  or	  texts,	  using	  
valid	  reasoning	  and	  relevant	  and	  sufficient	  evidence.	  

	  
Overview	  of	  Lesson	  
In	  this	  lesson,	  students	  will	  examine	  primary	  sources	  to	  understand	  how	  Bayard	  Rustin’s	  identity	  
shaped	  and	  influenced	  his	  actions	  as	  a	  Civil	  Rights	  leaders.	  They	  will	  participate	  in	  whole	  group	  
discussions	  and	  small	  group	  work	  to	  deepen	  their	  knowledge	  on	  who	  Bayard	  Rustin	  is	  and	  how	  
his	  identity	  as	  a	  gay	  man	  affected	  his	  life	  as	  an	  advocate.	  They	  will	  demonstrate	  their	  learning	  by	  
writing	  an	  argumentative	  essay	  answering	  the	  inquiry	  question.	  	  	  
	  
Sources	  

•   Interview	  
•   Biography	  	  
•   News	  Articles	  	  
•   Flyer	  	  

	  
Procedures	  

1.   Alphabet	  Brainstorm	  to	  determine	  what	  prior	  knowledge	  students	  have	  about	  the	  topic:	  



	  

	  

a.   Have	  students	  write	  the	  alphabet	  down	  the	  left-‐hand	  side	  of	  their	  paper.	  Instruct	  
them	  to	  fill	  in	  one	  thing	  they	  know	  about	  the	  Civil	  Rights	  Movement	  for	  each	  letter.	  Give	  
them	  a	  timeframe	  suitable	  for	  your	  student	  needs.	  
b.   Project	  a	  document	  with	  the	  alphabet	  listed	  vertically	  and	  call	  on	  students	  to	  fill	  
out	  the	  list	  as	  a	  class.	  Students	  can	  use	  this	  collective	  list	  to	  fill	  in	  blanks	  with	  a	  different	  
color	  pen.	  https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-‐library/teaching-‐strategies/alphabet-‐
brainstorm	  

	  
2.   Do	  a	  Close	  Viewing	  Protocol	  to	  introduce	  Bayard	  Rustin	  via	  video	  clip	  “Bayard	  Rustin:	  

They	  Gay	  Man	  Behind	  the	  March	  on	  Washington”	  (13	  min,	  43	  sec)	  to	  address	  the	  multiple	  
intelligences	  in	  the	  classroom.	  
Show	  students	  the	  questions	  both	  before	  and	  after	  viewing	  the	  video	  clip	  so	  that	  they	  are	  
able	  to	  anticipate	  what	  the	  debrief	  conversation	  will	  be	  and	  have	  time	  to	  process	  their	  
own	  contribution.	  
1.What	  is	  the	  purpose	  of	  this	  film?	  Is	  it	  to	  teach,	  entertain,	  or	  do	  something	  else?	  How	  
well	  is	  it	  doing	  this?	  
2.	  Who/what	  is	  left	  out	  of	  the	  message?	  
3.	  Whose	  interests	  are	  served	  by	  telling/showing	  the	  message	  in	  a	  particular	  way?	  
4.	  What	  motivations	  might	  the	  filmmaker	  have?	  How	  are	  these	  manifested	  in	  the	  film?	  
5.	  What	  do	  you	  already	  know	  about	  the	  topic?	  How	  might	  your	  prior	  knowledge	  of	  the	  
topic	  change	  how	  you	  experience	  the	  film?	  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LoDkLMIbcSs&t=618s	  
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-‐library/teaching-‐strategies/close-‐viewing-‐
protocol	  

	  
3.   Lead	  a	  Jigsaw	  Activity	  to	  review	  the	  documents:	  	  
1)	  Number	  students	  off	  #1-‐6	  and	  assign	  each	  group	  one	  of	  the	  six	  documents.	  “Randomly”	  
assign	  the	  readings	  (lower	  reading	  level	  →	  more	  complex)	  students	  based	  on	  their	  lexile	  
level.	  	  
2)	  Give	  students	  10-‐15	  mins	  to	  meet	  with	  their	  “expert	  group”	  and	  read	  and	  annotate	  
through	  the	  document	  while	  completing	  the	  graphic	  organizer.	  
3)	  Regroup	  students	  so	  that	  each	  reading	  is	  represented	  by	  one	  student.	  Have	  them	  share	  
out	  the	  information	  gathered	  in	  the	  graphic	  organizer	  and	  record	  it	  into	  their	  own.	  

	  
Readings:	  

1.   “An	  Interview	  with	  Bayard	  Rustin”,	  pg.	  3-‐7	  Journal	  of	  the	  Reconciling	  Congregation	  
Program,	  Spring	  1987	  

2.   	  Bayard	  Rustin	  biography,	  Uncited	  Source	  
3.   “The	  only	  way	  I	  could	  be	  a	  free	  person…”,	  Washington	  Blade,	  February	  7,	  1986	  
4.   Bayard	  Rustin	  Flyer	  
5.   “Bayard	  Rustin:	  The	  Gay	  Struggle	  As	  Viewed	  By	  A	  Lifelong	  Fighter	  For	  Nonviolent	  Change”	  

The	  ADVOCATE,	  September	  29,	  1987	  
6.   “Black,	  Gay	  Rights	  Linked	  in	  History”,	  Liberal	  Opinion	  Week,	  March	  1,	  2004	  

	  



	  

	  

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-‐library/teaching-‐strategies/jigsaw-‐developing-‐
community-‐and-‐disseminating-‐knowledge	  
	  
Assessment	  
Using	  the	  information	  gathered	  from	  the	  film	  clip	  and	  written	  primary	  sources,	  have	  students	  
individually	  write	  a	  response	  to	  the	  inquiry	  question:	  	  
	  
How	  did	  Bayard	  Rustin’s	  identity	  shape	  his	  beliefs	  and	  actions?	  Be	  sure	  to	  cite	  textual	  evidence	  to	  
support	  your	  argument.	  
	  
See	  sample	  CCSS	  Argumentative	  Writing	  rubric.	  
	  
Bibliography	  
All	  primary	  sources	  courtesy	  of	  the	  ONE	  National	  Gay	  and	  Lesbian	  Archive,	  http://one.usc.edu/	  
	  
Primary	  Sources	  

•   “An	  Interview	  with	  Bayard	  Rustin”,	  pg.	  3-‐7	  Journal	  of	  the	  Reconciling	  Congregation	  
Program,	  Spring	  1987	  

•   Bayard	  Rustin	  biography,	  Uncited	  Source	  
•   “The	  only	  way	  I	  could	  be	  a	  free	  person…”,	  Washington	  Blade,	  February	  7,	  1986	  
•   Bayard	  Rustin	  Flyer	  
•   “Bayard	  Rustin:	  The	  Gay	  Struggle	  As	  Viewed	  By	  A	  Lifelong	  Fighter	  For	  Nonviolent	  Change”	  

The	  ADVOCATE,	  September	  29,	  1987	  
Teaching	  Resources	  

•   Facing	  History	  and	  Ourselves	  -‐	  Teaching	  Strategies	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  A:	  “An	  Interview	  with	  Bayard	  Rustin,”	  Journal	  of	  the	  Reconciling	  Congregation	  Program,	  Spring	  1987.	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  B:	  	  Bayard	  Rustin	  biography,	  Uncited	  Source.	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  C:	  “The	  only	  way	  I	  could	  be	  a	  free	  person…”,	  Washington	  Blade,	  February	  7,	  1986.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  D:	  Bayard	  Rustin	  Flyer.	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  E:	  “Bayard	  Rustin:	  The	  Gay	  Struggle	  As	  Viewed	  By	  A	  Lifelong	  Fighter	  For	  Nonviolent	  Change”	  The	  
ADVOCATE,	  September	  29,	  1987.	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Source	  F:	  “Black,	  Gay	  Rights	  Linked	  in	  History”,	  Liberal	  Opinion	  Week,	  March	  1,	  2004.	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Handout:	  Jigsaw	  Reading	  Graphic	  Organizer.	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

Handout:	  CCSW	  Argumentative	  Writing	  Rubric.	  

	  

	  


